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“Making Visions come true” – LivingEducation

In many so called Islamic countries political violence, violations of human rights, and abuse of public office is the order of the day. How is it possible to make a breakthrough? The only hope lies in education. Again this is the sector where most of these countries invest the least. What is needed is “grass-root” Democracy and is a thought process which has to be started in the primary school. Especially the Islamic countries – such as Pakistan - have to bring up their youth with a new mind for human rights and political awareness. They have to understand that knowledge is the key for success and also Democracy. Unfortunately in the Third World countries the money is used mostly for army expenses instead of education. 

Grass root education is needed especially in the poor Islamic countries. An example how it can be achieved is given by LivingEducation (www.LivingEducation.org) – an organization which is helping the poorest and orphan children free of cost to attend school. During our work with the poorest children of Pakistan we understood that very often for a vast majority of the parents and relatives it is impossible to send their children to school. In fact, the parents’ greatest concern is to feed the many hungry mouths in order to let them stay alive. Appropriate education is therefore a luxury for many families whereas it would be an eminent key for the future of their children. 

Persistent poverty often leads to the vicious circle we all hear about through the media. Religious fundamentalists are oftentimes the only source for the children to be fed and taught. They establish religious schools, nourishing the ones in need not only with food. The consequences are well known: The fact of being ideologically influenced in a biased and intolerant way since the very beginning of one’s childhood could result in a man who does not hesitate to use his weaponry to declare his point of view.

Our projects have the aim to offer an alternative way, to provide fresh food, shelter and education at least for the poorest among the children, free from ideological manipulation in order to grant them the opportunity to take their futures in their own hands. 

According to the preamble in the statutes of September 1st 2001 Living Education is aware that

· The most serious political, economical, ecological, social and ideological problems of our time are in fact global problems

· In our time all nations, ethnic groups and communities are dependent on each other, as to solve these problems jointly

· Common solutions have to be found through communication and mutual understanding if there should be any alternative against violence

· An essential element of communication is education

· Education is to be learnt and experienced

· The possibility of education is to be given to the unprivileged and poor people

· All the people, regardless of sex, ethnic group, religion or political conception have a right to get education.

These aspects – wherein the common solution of problems, the mutual understanding and the right of every human being to get education are emphasized – represent the long-term valid elements for the existence of LivingEducation.

Both, staff and functionaries  in our team in Europe – many of them Muslim, Christian or without any religion - work on voluntary base, every one of us equipped with devotion and knowledge to finally put an end to the desolation and poverty of many children and their families in Pakistan. We have no copy right and wish that as many people as possible would do the same, and we are willing to assist anyone who is interested with our know-how. 
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